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By James Montgomery
Webmaster

It was a bitterly cold outside on the morn-
ing of April 6, as runners from throughout the 
WPI area met to participate in local 5K aimed 
at raising money for charity.

The event was orchestrated by the students 

of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity and be-
gan at 10 am outside of the S!" house.

The event attracted both seasoned and casual 
runners, accumulating an impressive total of 
51 participants.

The participants formed a motely group, 
featuring both students and older runners who 
had gathered for this generous cause.

At approximately 10 when registration had 
closed, the runners assembled at the starting 
line on six Humboldt Avenue and prepared for 
the start of the event.

The course was a smooth run that traveled 
along roads that were approximately around 
the circumference of Institute Park. There were 
hills sparsely located throughout the course, but 
the run was entirely on roads which made the 
terrain extremely tolerable.

The locality of the event meant that most 
runners recognized the familiar roads within 
the area and resultingly knew when to adjust 
their pace to account for changes throughout 
the course.

The route was made obvious by two police 
escorts to lead the front-most runners and 
several groups of spotters to keep individuals 
from getting lost at turns.

The cold that plagued the runners earlier 
that morning was quickly forgotten and was 
no longer a problem after several minutes into 
the race.

The race itself was a very close contest, 
with the upper echelon of runners all in close 
proximity of each other.

After approximately 18 minutes, the top 
runners began filtering in, and the rest followed 
soon afterwards. Participants were treated to 
a barbecue following the event and were able 
to catch their breath and take a well-deserved 
rest.

Overall, the event was a great success. The 
winner of the men’s division was David Hef-
fener with a time of 18:18, and the winner of 
the women’s division was Debra Hevey with 
a time of 23:08.

$750 in total was raised for the Children’s 
Miracle Network, and the ability to help such 
a benevolent cause certainly made the event 
extremely worthwhile.

By John Sandbrook
!ews Editor

On April 1, Peter Gross, a hypnotist 
of seven years, worked his trade in the 
Campus Center Odeum, courtesy of 
Residence Hall Council. Though some 
members of the crowd were skeptical, 
twelve volunteers seemed to prove 
otherwise.

Gross, a member of the National 
Guild of Hypnotists, ran his show for 
entertainment purposes. The volunteers, 
or VIPs as he called them, were brought 
onto stage and quickly put into a deep 
sleep, soon to become victims of his 
imagination.

The VIPs, named for their unique 
position as opposed to sitting in the au-
dience, were first put under the impres-
sion that they were five years old, and 
Gross was their teacher. Each time their 
“teacher” turned around, the “five-year-
olds” made faces and laughed at him. 
When he turned back, every one of them 
pretended to be the perfect child.

Adding a little creativity into this 
routine, Gross made an addition to 
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Lebo Merafhe fell out of her chair and off of the stage after seeing Peter Gross’ pants ripped open.
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Sigma Alpha Epsilon hosts run for charity

The participants began the race all eager to pull out into the lead first.       Photo by: Matthew King

Runners gather for a 5K to benefit the Children’s Miracle Network
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SUBMISSION 

GUIDELINES

The Towers welcomes sub-
missions from all members 
of the WPI community -- stu-
dents, faculty, administration, 
and staff. In order to get your 
article(s) in print, the follow-
ing submission guidelines are 
to be followed as strictly as 
possible.

All articles and Club Corner 
submissions are due by 11:59 
P.M. on every Friday preced-
ing publication, unless prior 
arrangements are made with a 
member of the editorial staff. 
Such articles should be submit-
ted to our sharepoint site (for 
students and faculty witha WPI 
account) at https://sharepoint.
wpi.edu/orgs/thetowers or via 
e-mail to towers@wpi.edu in 
the form of an attached Micro-
soft document. Any images the 
author would like to have run 
with a given article must not 
be inserted into the Word docu-
ment, but rather be attached 
separately to the e-mail in .jpg, 
.tif, .gif, .pdf, or .png format. 
Club corners should be 275 
words or less. Articles should 
be 300 words or more.

Article submissions should 
have a headline, subheadline, 
author name, and affiliation 
or graduation year placed at 
the top of the document. The 
editorial staff reserves the right 
to modify headlines to suit the 
constraints of layout.

Font should be Times New 
Roman, 12 pt. Only the first 
letter of your headline should 
be capitalized, and there should 
be no special format to any of 
the text. Please do not insert 
a tab at the beginning of each 
paragraph, but instead use line 
breaks. Use only a single space 
after each period. Articles 
should be left justified, single 
spaced, standard Word files 
-- not formatted into columns 
or surrounded by boxing or 
artwork. The staff reserves the 
right to reformat articles as 
deemed necessary.

Send all advertisement  sub-
missions to ads@wpi.edu by 
Friday at 5:00 P.M. Please take 
a look at our ad rates and infor-
mation online at http://towers.
wpi.edu/advertising.htm. 

We are currently looking 
for staff writers and various 
editors. If you have an inter-
est in learning about available 
positions, feel free to email us 
at towers@wpi.edu.

Delivery subscriptions are 
available for $20 per academic 
year. E-mail towers@wpi.edu 
or send mail to the address in 
the masthead on Page 2 for 
details.

Our next meeting will be 
held on Tuesday at 8:00 P.M. in 
the Tech News office (CC225) 
of the Campus Center and is 
open to everyone. Unless other-
wise posted, all of our meetings 
for the year are normally at 8:00 
P.M. on Tuesdays in the student 
publications office.

Publication Schedule:

D Term
(March 11 - April 29)

March 18
March 25
April 1
April 8
April 15
April 22

By Devin Thayer
Class of 2009

The teasers and ads have worked, and people 
are talking, “Are you getting Yellowcard?” 
“Devin, Devin, Yellowcard?” It is official! 
April 19 at 8 pm, there will be an acoustic 
Yellowcard show on campus. It is so official 
that dedicated fans have already started to call 
in to ask about ticket prices.

One fan has gone to eight Yellowcard shows 
and has never seen their acoustic show. Even 
my little sister is trying to bribe everyone with a 
set of wheels so she can so she can come down 
to WPI to see them.

While there are certainly plenty of enthusi-
astic fans already gearing up for the show, it’s 
inevitable that someone will be disappointed 
at the choice of band. Recently, my friend in-
formed me of an opinion, “All of Yellowcard’s 
songs are directed towards teenage girls. That’s 
not WPI.”

Though it may be true that teenage girls 
want to go to a concert at our school, I know 
that there are some dudes who appreciate Yel-
lowcard, too.

Yellowcard has recently released their new-
est album, Paper Walls, and are continuing a 
long, successful tour. Yellowcard is a big name 

– possibly the biggest name we have had in a 
long time.

This is one of the few times that they will 
be playing an all-acoustic set, so this show will 
be a one of a kind opportunity.

How did we decide on Yellowcard? Many 
people don’t realize this, but the process of 
booking a band is long and often very difficult. 
One of the first things we look at is price. As 
a small school, we simply cannot afford really 
big name bands, such as Weezer or Death Cab 
for Cutie, or comedians like Dane Cook. In 
addition, even if we could afford them, many 
bands would not agree to play at WPI, because 
we have no venue big enough to fit the audience 
they generally attract.

Choosing a band often comes down to 
simple availability; touring bands may not be 
in the area on the date we want to have the 
show, or may be taking time off to record an 
album. Most of all, we want to find a band that 
we think will appeal to as much of campus as 
possible – a show is not possible without an 
audience, and we take pride in finding a band 
that people enjoy listening to.

The process started in January, with the WPI 
Music Poll, which SocComm put together in 
an attempt to get a feel for the general musi-
cal tastes of WPI students. We got excellent 

input from 699 students who took the time to 
let us know what kind of music they wanted 
to hear.

Next, based on suggestions from members 
of SocComm’s Music and Comedy Commit-
tee and the results of the poll, a list of over 
four hundred different bands was generated. 
The co-chairs of this committee then had the 
unenviable task of narrowing the list down to 
a reasonable number of bands.

Based on their own experiences with the 
WPI community, the expected cost of each 
band, and the results of the WPI Music Poll, 
the co-chairs narrowed the list down to about 
17 big bands. These 17 bands were brought 
before the members of SocComm’s Music 
and Comedy Committee, who voted on the 
top four.

The result? You guessed it – Yellowcard! 
We are very excited, and we hope all of you 
are too. Yellowcard is performing their acoustic 
set April 19 at 8 pm in Harrington Auditorium. 
See you there!

Ticket Sales will begin on March 31. For 
more information regarding the Yellowcard 
Acoustic Concert, contact SocComm at phone 
extension #5509, email SocCommMACC.wpi.
edu , or visit http://soccomm.wpi.edu/spring-
show.pl.

Quadfest: Why Yellowcard?

the “five-year-olds” repertoire of ideas to use 
against him.

“In addition to making faces and laughing 
when I turn my back, one of you will be hold-
ing a water pistol when you wake up. This 

person will try to shoot me but find that they 
are holding the water pistol backwards and 
shoot themselves,” Gross told the hypnotized 
and sleeping VIPs.

Placing a water pistol in one of their laps, 
he woke them up with a clap, and sure enough, 
the one with the water pistol shot himself in the 
face to peals of laughter from the crowd.

Moving on, Gross periodically put the VIPs 
to sleep and changed the situation they believed 
they were in each time. He convinced them that 
everything was as the audience saw it, they 
were hypnotized up on the stage in the Odeum. 
However, the back of his pants had ripped clean 
open. Once again the VIPs on stage broke into 
laughter every time Gross turned to face the 
audience, while others covered their eyes.

The trick was elaborated on by having the 
front of his pants ripped open rather than the 
back. Some students began laughing so hard 
they fell off their chairs.

The ripped pants routine led into Gross con-
trolling the VIPs into believing that they were 
in a dance contest to win one million dollars. 
Just as quickly as he had finished talking, all 
the participants were up and running around 

dancing like no one was looking.
The obvious routines for a hypnotist often 

led into more creative ideas. One of the crowd’s 
favorites played off of WPI’s intuitive side. 
While the VIPs were asleep, Gross told them 
that the number seven did not exist; six and 
eight were sequential numbers.

Once awake, Gross singled out one girl, 
Sarah Lax, and asked her to hold up her fingers 
and count them. Much to the audience’s delight, 
Lax ended up with a puzzled look as she found 
herself reaching ten before she tallied her final 
finger. Still puzzled, Gross chuckled and had 
her sit down to think about what had happened 
and try to figure it out. Moving on, he asked 
another girl to stand up and do the same.

“One, two, three, four, five, six, eight, nine, 
te…f#$%,” the girl, Rhiannon Chiacchiaro 
said, reaching ten before finishing, just like 
Lax. The crowd erupted in laughter once 
again. Gross moved back to Lax one more 
time, but once he gave Chiacchiaro some time 
to think, Gross was in for a surprise himself. 
When asked if she had figured out what was 
wrong, Chiacchiaro, with a huge smile on her 
face, counted down from five on each hand, 
adding the two to come to the conclusion that 
she had “ten fingers!” Gross took a moment 
to react at the time but once 
again got the last laugh when 
he asked her to add two and 
five together, receiving the 
response, “Eight!” After the 
performance, he only had 
good things to say.

“I love working with 
smarter groups,” he later 
said. “They usually are more 
creative.”

During a much more ac-
tive portion of the show, 
Gross had all the partici-
pants running back and forth 
between the audience and 
stage performing various 
ridiculous tasks. One group 
of people was assigned to 
reply whenever they heard 
the hypnotist’s name. When-
ever he said it, which hap-
pened frequently to provoke 
them, the group stood up and 
yelled, “Peter Gross rules!”

However, this triggered 
a response from another 
group of participants, who 
all would yell, “Shut your 
mouth!” Just as a fight be-
tween the two groups was 
about to break out, some 
music came on, and everyone 
went to the front to perform, 
not just sing, YMCA by the 
Village People.

Even more people would 

be constantly walking between their seats and 
Gross. One person, Cordell Rogers, kept go-
ing to Gross to receive an award, which was 
simply a bow commonly put on presents. Every 
time he sat down however, he went back up to 
retrieve another.

Simultaneously, Joe Krasinskas was doing 
the same thing, but instead of a ribbon, pieces 
of tape were being stuck to his face. The pieces 
remained there until the end of the show, at 
which point he was covered with the black 
and blue tape.

The third person going between her seat 
and Gross was Amanda Rinaldi. Whenever 
Amanda went to Gross, she wanted to shake 
his hand.

Between all the people moving around, yell-
ing, and dancing to YMCA, the Odeum became 
quite hectic, yet extremely hilarious.

This hypnotist was the latest program made 
possible by the Residence Hall Council. Peter 
Gross has been in the business of show hypno-
tism for seven years, after he trained in Las Ve-
gas under the direction of another professional 
hypnotist. He has done shows for Microsoft, 
Boston Scientific, Bose, and multiple cruises. 
For more information, his website is www.
funnymagic.com.
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Joe Krasinskas was hypnotized while in the audience.
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Madison Dickson, the million-dollar dancer.           Photo by: Sidath Wijesooriya


